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Uheres something special about the
WAL LLE ':;r-||'|-|.||'l.|l-'.'1|1\.' intluence can

lirgeer and shape our lives in fre

quently unexpected ways long aficr
they are RONE and we have become
adules, Were it not tor his mothers
tather, Ginliano Mazeaoli “"'E—'-hl il
hiwve become the world famous
designer of pens and watches that he
is toeday, During the early 190, his

maternal grandiather, Renato Baca,
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built bicveles for a living in Tavarnelle

Val Jdi Pesa, a small town near
Florence, where Marrual still fives
andd conceves his unique creations
}llh;lirq;-._l by memories of his -!:r.|:||,|I.|.
the's ocsupation, dlmoest all of his
Pens are bazed on |.H..':. Cle und mstor
cvele teols and parts, while many of
Biis watches reflect the unctionality
of automobile gauges and his own
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Cin his website, in advertising ar
in conversataons, Mazzuoli relers o
his pens as wleicili per da soriffurd—
writing lools, "When [ was aboul i
wears old, recalls Mazrooli, *1 toung
[in mv grandbathers workshop| an
old wotden box with meral obiects
that had & strange shape, Forty vear
later, b 4 modern mechamical work
shop, T saw the same objects with
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crankshaft,” Intresdieced dn 2002, the 4
Wavs bs still the Magship of the
Crificing Heet

e Cuatteo can be vieswed as a
cvlindrical replication of Mazruoli's
grandlathers twoolbox and a kev 1o the
emerging essence of Mareuodis work,
While pens are the primary focus of
this article, Mazrruall abao ¢ feales
walches reflecting the analog instru
ment gauges of racing cars he has
driven. At a lime when maost cars
have at feast partially digital indica-
tors, the gauges in Mazzuoli’s watches
are determinedly analog in the same
way that the watches themselves are
as purely mechamical as his pens
Mazzuoli shared his passion for rac
ing cars with his friend. the actor and
philanthropist Paul Newman.
Together they were planning to aus
tion twenty-five of the award-winning
limited Newman edition Mazzuoli

Contagirs walches being contributed

by the designer to benefii Newman's

Hode in the Wall Camps for serioushy
il children, but Newman's death in
200 placed their plans on an indefi-
mite, but temporary, hold

Mazzuolts vision w1 lirmited 1o
themes involving cars, bikes and

maotoreyvoles, but also focuses on—

and occasionally combines —evervday

ifriects and Lamilial recollections, ©I
B o8 Bascinating,” he explains, "o
draw ’l:l-"'r'::r.]“-"'“ { gubi]] 1"|'||'.'\'|."|'| that
were designed to have a function.”
[he Moks (5375), ode of his most
highly acclaimed and popular pens,
stems from his memories of a coffee
maker he had seen in his |:,;|::||1|:|:|:||1'|Li:
or s kitchen many vears ago, “While |
was muaking the first drawings,” he
recalls, °1 realized that [ was design
ing i pen with & forme identical 1o a
coftee machine that booked Like the
chassic 1933 Moka designed by
Alfonso Bialetti”

Beyond their unique design and
high quality, Mazeuoli’s pens and
watches appear to have a special
appeal for those who already have
some appreciation for vehicle compo
nents and tools, His writing nstru
ments are distributed in the U8, by
[HID, a division of the Bromiield Pen
Shop, a venerable fixture in the heant
af downiown Bostaon, Both are owned
and I.Ii"l.'l_'ll.l."\-l‘l by Fred Rosenthal, whao
had been selling Officina products in
his store long betore he |1|.'£,..:|:||. didtrib
uting them, The retailer, who carrics
more than forty brands, explains,
Cavlany new pens ane very much like
pens thal are already in my store
Mazzruolis pens dow't compete directly
with any other brands” Then aboul
sevens vears ago, Rosenthal was invit
ed 1o become the brands disteibutor
1 think Mazeowoli liked (he idea of a
small, very traditional pen store han-

dling the line here” And, as with
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