
ROAD TEST/ Bizzarini G.T. America 

80dzilla Lives! 
Some cars are brutes - if your \Nife enjoys driving this one, her name is George 

THE BIZZARRINI G.T. AMERI IS 
[RY MUCH" MA!\:'S CAR, CREATED 

fOR THE INDIVID ALlSTle , P RE 
, .. UTOlv\OTIVE THl.~IAST. It s that kind 
of a c.lr because it wa~ desl " ed, de..:l
opt-d, and to)o c e enl bu It, by a man 
who s an indlviduah t- who>~ "hole hie 
has been devoted to the demanding cult 
of the high-performance car. 

Gootto S.zzarnnl's G T America Is 
ex~ct ly what you'd cxp<!<t rrom the draw
inS bo.rd 01 an inSP"f'd enCineer. It s a 
five- .,-old design tf>,)t remains Id and 
daring lO$fa , e,en along>tde a M,u,a or 
Man u<.. Its lar·out proporllons .nd lay
out gIVe It Slrl m8 wlues By Ihe sa m 
lOken, as Ihe work 01 only one man, II has 
<;orne sl.rt ling shortcomings 01 convenl· 
ence arld acccs .. blhty. Th"' .... s~rve also as 
remmder> tha t th<1 C.T America I .. par
hally tamed version 01 an a utomobile that, 
o n gin lIy, wa ne>er intended to be used 
on the SlIcel. 

In evd uallf"l8 the Biz13rnm, u:s .m~ 
portanl 10 k""p in '!l Ind that, b loci.), > 
stand.,d 01 he 5 cenl dol".lI, Its prlc" .s 
nOl Wild ly lor ated . T. sol" Imporler Of 
Bllza-c uOl rs In the United States is 110W 
Rubert Gro<sman's Foreign ar City on 
Route S9 In WC<I 'yack, ew York. Bob, 
who IS al 0 one or the kc)' MaS(>,.tl im
pOrlers, has p<k<Xf the C T America a 
11,900, " h ch plaees It several thousand 

dollars under an MaSNatl or Ferrari 
o the Blna"'n1 I 1~,,1y Priced. But II 

~ou buy , you'U oot want to ask too 
much about warranty, 01 ('xpecl to lind 
an ()V.n ('S molmlJI in th() g'ovc com part
mPnt (lh~rc Isn t any Io-.e compartmer.I), 
or try to b ' a shop m."u.I, or try to S(>e 
the stoe s 01 spar parts on hand . \-Vllh • 
car like th iS It I n ullla·,mall auto 
builder, you're , lYing hlg, ~.t, and 
)tnct. on yout 0\\ nJ brother Even r~ 
governlllt' t diS Ial ms rcspons! b, :,ty lor 
;vur saf ty .n the p!odUCIS 01 those who 
bu ild lewer than 500 cars pcr ycar 

o some, the Bizzarrrni IS powcifuU r \:at· 
tractIVe It's so l)!larre and 'ar-out that ,t 

its you like a slug In t .P stomach .. very 
time It comes Into view. c:;.or81o GIUgtaTO 
01 BprtoM, who I.,d down the orlg nal 
:,ne; of the car, Ign red absolutel ' the 
d triM that a Ironl·engmed sports <AIr 
h~, to have 3 long hood ' look rI&h t 01 
course, the G.T. Am rIca is so low (42 
,rn;hes) and ItS Wlndsh, !d and deck slope 
>0 extreme, Ihat the trad itional sense 01 
greenhouse.hood relationship is almost 

ntlrelyabsenl. 
Perhaps you could make a low~r fronl

enSlncd tar, but not wllh the Chevrolet 
eng me. Vlsib~ . ty orward IS alread mar· 
gln.I, even for a t('l li d river, over the cowl 
and hood. The cor IS very hard to maneu-
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Vet in tig.t spac~ - or even in open 
sp <:e~ . i\ nd the almost r.at rea r w Jndow, 
Will') Its e;ectric defrost ing \vires, IS w rse, 
.'pec·"lIy In Ihe lalPst c IS, which h ve 
a chan 'ed lrame S(rocture that r., cs the 
lear edge of the wlOdow so II's ~~n lla t-

': _ .. _ '. 4-', -_ .... 

ler. Head room, , 'th he "ery low Seiting. 
is wrprlsln&ly good. 

The B,zzarnn IS low ior ~ reason. W Ih 
a cen'er of gr.vily no high.r Ihan • har~'s 
navel, and with a r\lilSOm,b:y Wide tra , 
it has Iremendous cornetin adhesion . The 
car JU I ticks and tICks as lateral g loads 
approach unr , .ccompanied by • howl 
flom the German Dunlop rad ials. W,lh 
c;m.lller front trres han ~ars, plus S )(Mind1 
rims In front agamsl sevcm -l!1 c:h rears, 
there's powerlul under eer - leally more 
than is pleasant or ncc~sa : lo r US. ro.d 
d rlvin . However, the added le;lr rubber 
I< just about "Sht Ii your car has th,. 
tent cnKI.ne optlon~, iU you can If\ducc 

more m'prs!(!Qr ",lIh the Ihroll le, bUI 'rs 
morC than the "low-PD"c.ed' mode l Ih I 
we dtove needed. 
T~ low centpr oi grav!ty also m arts 

Ihat 10e car SIt> very flat undcr h.,d "C· 
celeratioo or severe brakin, ,hleh the 

-. - :' .' . , 

vacuum-boosted Ca mpagnok> diSC brakes 
achieve proB"'ss lvely without fuss or 
drama. Further, the low over.1I he ight 
means the ron tal ale. IS low, which, With 
the cieJ.n, K.lmmM t rlPd shape, meane; tI~ 
B'Llarrl<1! wl' l go aboul as 1051 as you 
want It to The.3 07 axl In Our tllSt C;lr 

would deliver , mp~ at 6000 rpm, whl.:h 
we're sure it cou ld have re~ched. Just for 
the re rei, rn 1965 .it competition . sicn 
wa docked a 186 mph at Le MarlS. Very 
few cars were raster th~ t yeM 
Lown~s hilS ite; negative sldpl tOO. I 

means Iho t thc normal headlight beams 
St'llm to b 100 low and t e high beams 
too high, and anybodys beams commS 

your wa zap you right In the eye • l ow
n S _Iso mean tt>.at the ground de rance 
is mor~ s-uited to the r,l ee r.lck than the 
road. ThiS car had iI sant th ree mc cs 
from the pa' 't'menl 10 t especial 
magneslUm· fU1oed and Ihe bottom 

01 the vert!cal - towed spare, and Its COil 
sp rings had 10 be sh mmed :0 get i liP 
tha h.ghl It's peflousl easy 10 touch 
ground on u neve ~rfa C'Pc; . Or vme.n COrM 
nenng hard on a bumpy bend like 'Th<1 
Hook' ot lime Rock. 

Another bold Blna rri", des. n f""tu re 
!s tt'm axueme rearward placem~t of the: 
e n me, the loot pedal> bei g at about the 
mld·e ng ne line. The resul I SO/50 weigh t 
d istrlbu Ion and a lose-in d'sposlLon or 
m@ ma n massllS that I pro\'es the car'S 
"turnab illty." However, it also blings pro\)· 
lems of selVlce arld acceSSIbility. On o ur 
test CJr, the engine WaS so close to the 
Ilrewall tha \. in goins over a bump, Ihe 

fireW311 hll Ihe distributor cap when the 
en3lne moved on Its mounts, thereby 
crac~mg the cap and break!O g the rotor. 
And to gct at Ihe d ist rib utor, ' u have to 
rcmooe a cover H\ the top 01 the dash
board - nOl . n Ideal way to <pe d • Wed-

'. 

nesday "''''''ing. 
G<!,.,crally, the Blzza",m's nde IS very 

good suppl" and not ovcr-<cDr1tlolied . 
The low center of gra ',ty also allo","'S solt 
prmss to be used, at I e cost o. oc<a

slana I contactiog 01 the rear bump stops 
Road and Wind nOisp arp \ ry I v; thp 
gellr ox IS qUlell and there IS a e ll • now 
and t en Irom the rear axle·sh.1 to re
mir.d you u're op . ~tlng a mach tr.e.... 
Good mu ffling I appl ed to the hevy 
v·a, but it still speaks Out with tha t hard, 
high Corvette howl when the HoI ey's four 
throats are lull-open. 

luck .ly the ca r is w,,11 spruoS, cau~e 
there's litt!e paddins '" the $Cdls. In lact, 

thIs wri ter W2S di linclly uncomlortable, 
with li rst on leg and then the olher ga
ing to sleep dUring the 10 tI~ 1 hall-hou r ~t 
the wheel, II nll l I took my wallel out of 
my h ip pocket. Eliminated on" comlorl 
problem. fi nding a place to put the wal let 
Wol')r. 't ea~t ~c.ll1~e thf:> G.T Amerl(,3 has 
only .Iom map pockels 000 a sh_r:ow shelf 
behind the scats ror Insid~ mY a e. No 
ashtrJY Is provided. 

For the latest G T. Arner as, Bizz4'l r rlOi 
hos adopted a neat, Imple in trument 
layout, inset in • ve rt i al'y pleated d"sh. 
Inst rument IIgolIOg Is an on·olf affa ir. The 

BIZZARRINI-Who Is He? 
Giotto Bizzo." ini 
is a m echanical 
gc,r;u6 tellO, liko it 
Or not, ;s building 
(In ald.o1llobile in 
hIs OWII 110m •• Af· 
Ie. yeur~ of tribu· 
la tion, ho', nOtD 

ready to produce 
hi. Ch~CU'611I;illed 

dr (l1R> car, ths Bizmrrini G.T. Ameri
ca. On. thin,; u fo. corlain - Giotlo 
B;~rritli ;6 0 hell 0/ alt cn~"e6'. 
Th ere', no Of her "''<lit to describe 1I man 
tcl.o haw (,,'Orb like the.e to his credit: 
the Fenari Cl'O, Ille ori,;i"ol layout of 
th t! TA1nJJOrw,ltti V·12 (!11S'itlt:J Ihe de
, i~n 01 1M I " Jli olto, the f$O Grilc , 
and now In. oum Di2Drrill i G:;r. Amctr. 
lea. AI/tho ba,ic wo,k on 11',,'000" WOf 

dolle in a 'pan of Little Hlore than (iva 
!lea" , 

Th e .. eat', would b. ere.Utnl re!.r. 
en"", for any de:tignm'. If Bizzomni wl
/.,eel en:;inoering •• Iback$ du ring /tfl 
career, he', managed fa &W6l1!p them 
bri$klll lIud •• hi. offico rug - not all 

oruy Ilring 10 do in lIm,/, clow·knil 
(Contj",,/!d Oil Jlflgn 64) 

luel ~u&e "as apparently insane, la!lins 
10 Ihe l rO mark alter Oint.' gallon of th 
, uppo>cd:y 35 g lion, thrC!C tank lu~1 , up 
ply had been bu'ned As fal as we were 
coocefl ed, the ' M h,d a nine-SJllo t;ank 
- wllh all the I n~ nvenlence thai Impll S. 
It d id go p,e ty lar on the ",ne sa lions, 
though, 8; 'ms ocry good .hi lcagc !n I -

lion to the performance on tap. 
F,ont q ua,tf:s \Vlndo\''i:'1 a c wi vent, and 

rear·dec · extr;Ktors comb.ne I g \1(\ the 
Bllza"iOl surprismsi good ventilation. 
Strange knobs and levers und r the dash 
affOrd erratic control over a pO'werful 
healing system. TWin electnc cooli ng fan 
arc mouoled ahead of the radl~tor, con-
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