ROAD TEST/ Bizzarini G.T. America

Godzilla Lives!

Some cars are brutes—if your wife enjoys driving this one, her name is George

HE BIZZARRINI AMERICA IS
VERY MUCH A MAN’S CAR, CREATED
FOR THE INDIVIDUALISTK PURE
AUTOMOTIVE ENTHUSIAST. It's that kind
of a car because it was designed, devel-
oped, and to some extent built, a man
who is an individualist— whose whole lite
has been devoted to.the demanding cult
of the high-performance car
Giotto  Bizzarrint’'s GT. America s
exactly what you'd expect from the draw-
ng board of an inspired engineer. It's a
five-year-old design that remains bold and
daring today, even alongside a Miwra or
Mangi Its far-out proportions and lay-
oul give it striking virtues. By the same
token, as the work of only one man, it has
some startling sho mings of conveni-
ence and accessibil These serve also as
reminders that the G.T. America 1s a par-
tally tamed version of an automobile that,
, was never intended to be used

reet

the Bizzarrini, s m-
mind that, by today’s
ent dollar, its price is
not wildly nflat The sole mmporter of
Bizzarrint cars in the United States is now
Robert Grossman’s Foreign Car City on
59 in West Nyack, New York. Bob,
/ho is alsc one of the Maserat! im-
porters, has priced the G America at
$11,900, which places it several thousand
dollars under any Maserati or Ferrari

So the Bizzarrini is fairly priced. But if
you buy one, you'll not want to ask too
much about warr or expect to find
an owner's manual in the glove compart-
ment (there isn't anv glove compartment),
or try to buy a shop manual, or try to see
the stocks of spare parts on hand. With 2
auto

In evaluating
portant to keep i
standard of the

like this from an ultra-sma
you're ng high, fast, and

on your own, brother Even the

government disclaims responsibility  for
your safety in products of those who

fewer than S00 5 per year.

To some, the Bizzarrini is powerfully at-
tractive. It's so bizarre and far-out that it
hits you like a slug in the sto h every
e It comes into view, Giorgio Giugiaro
Bertc i down the original
ines of the car, absolutely the
doctrine that a engined sports car
has to have a long hood o lock right. Of
e, the G.T. America is so low 42

e, that the traditicnal sense of
ouse-hood almost

Perhaps
J d car,
engine. Visit
ginal, even for river, over the cowl
and hood. The car is very hard to maneu-
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ver in tight spaces—or even in open
spaces. And the almost flat rear window,
with its electric defrosting wires, is worse,
especially in the latest cars, which have
a changed frame structure that raises the
rear edge of the window so it's even flat-

ter. Head room, with the very low seating,
is surprisingly good

The Bizzarrini 1s low for a reason. With
a center of gravity no higher than a hare's
navel, and with a reasonably wide track,
it has tremendous corner The
car just sticks and sticks as lateral g loads
approach unity, accompanied by a howi
from the German Dunlop radials. With
smaller front tires than rears, plus six-inch
rims in front aganst seven-inch rears,
there’s powerful understeer — really more
than is pleasant or necessary for US. road
driving. However, added rear rubber
1s just right if your car has the po-
tent engine oplions, as you can induce

more oversteer with the throttle, but t's
more than the vered” model that
we drove needed.

The low center of gravity alsa means
that the car sits very flat under hard ac-

{

vacuum-boosted Campagnolo disc brakes
achieve progressiv without fuss or
drama. Further, the low overall height

means the frontal area is low, which, with
the clean, Kamm-tailed shape, means the
Bizzarnnt will go about as fast as you
want it to. The 307 axle in our test car
would deliver 160 mph at 6000 rpm, which
we're sure it could have reached. Just for
the record, in 1965 a competition version
was clocked at 186 mph at Le Mans, Very
few cars were faster that year

Lowness has its negative side, too. It
means that the normal headlight beams
seem to be too low and the high beams
o high, and anybody’s beams coming

your way zap you right in the eyes, Low-
ness also means that the ground clearance
is more suited e track than the
road. This car scant three inches
from the pavement to the special
magnesium-finned sump and the bottom

e ———

.

o

firewall
eng:no
crackir
And to

hit the distributor cap when the
moved on its mounts, thereby

g the cap and breaking the rotor.

get at the distributor, have to

remove a cover in the top of the dash-
board — not an ideal way to spend a Wed-

A TR . o Ty e

L

izt

of the vertically-stowed spare, and its coil
springs had to be shimmed 1o get it up
that high! It's perilously easy to touch
ground on uneven surfaces, o
nering hard on a bur
Hook’ at Lime Rock.

Another bold Bizzarrini de

gn feature
is the extreme rearward placement of the
engine, the foct pedals being at about the

mid-engine line. The result is 50/50 weight
position of
the mamn masses that roves the car’s
“turnability.” However, it also brings prob-
lems of service and accessibility. On our
test car, the engine was so close to the
firewall that, in going over a bump, the

nesday

Cenerally, the Bizzarrint's ride is ve

good

evening.

rolled

pple and not

5 over

The low center of gravity also allows soft
springs to be used, at the cost of occa-

sional

contacting of the rear bump stops

Road and wind noise are very low; the

gearbox is quiet, and there is a ¢

and th
mind

CGood

V-8, but it

CK NOwW
en from the rear axle-shafts to re-
you ‘,(II,"H_" operal ; a machine
muffling is applied to the Chewy
till speaks out with that hard,

high Corvette howl when the Holley's four

there's

y the car is well sprung, because
little padding in the seats. la fact,

this writer was distinctly uncomfortable,
with first one leg and then the other go-
ing to sleep during the initial half-hour at
the wheel, until | tock my wallet out of
my hip pocket. Eliminated: one comfort
problem. Finding a place to put the wallet
wasn't easy, because the G.T. America has
only slim map pockets and a shallow shelf
behind the seats for inside stowage. No
ashtray Is provided.

For the latest GT. Americas, Bizzarrin
has adopted a neat, simple instrument
layout, inset in a vertically pleated dash
Instrument lighting is an on-off affair. The

BIZZARRINI —Whe Is He?

Giotto Bizzarrini

is a mechanical
genius who, like it
or not, is building
an automobile in
his own name. Af- |
ter years of tribu-
lation, he’s now
ready to produce
his Chevy-engined
dream cav, the Bizzarrini G.T. Ameri-
ca. One thing is for certain — Giotto
Bizzarrini is a hell of an engineer.
There's no other way to describe a man
who has works like these to his credit:
the Ferrari GT10, the original layout of
the Lamborghini V.12 engine, the de-
sign of the Iso Rivolta, the Iso Grifo,
and now his own Bizzarrini G.T. Amer.
ica. All the basic twork on these cars was
donre in a span of little more than five
years.

These cars would be excellent refer
ences for any designer. If Bizzarvini suf-
fered engincering setbacks during his
career, he's managed to sweep them
Lriskly under his office rug — not an
easy thing to do in Italy’s close-knit

(Continued on page 64)

fuel gauge was apparently insane, falling
to the zero mark after nine gallons of the
supposedly 35-gallon, three-tank fuel
ply had been burned As far as w
concerned, the car had a nine-gal tank
—~with all the inconvenience that implies
It did go pretty far on the nine gallons,
though, giving very good mileage in r
tion to the performance on tap.

Front quarter windows, a cowl vent, and
rear-deck extractors combine to give the
Bizzarrini surprisingly good wventilation.
Strange knobs and levers under the dash
afford erratic ol aver a powerful
heating system. Twin electric cooling fans
are mounted ahead of the radiator, con-
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